
 

 

Welcome to  

St. Nicholas & St. William 
Catholic Parish 

The following are some ways we can stay connected to God and to one another: 
♦ For our recorded Sunday & Daily Mass and Spiritual Resources, visit our website:   

https://stnicholasandstwilliam.org 
♦ If you are in need of Sacramental Care, such as Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites, 

Confession, or Holy Communion, please call the Parish Office to set up an 
appointment (650) 948-2158 

♦ For further updates from the Diocese of San Jose about the COVID-19 response,  
visit:  https://www.dsj.org 

                                            Fr. John Poncini, Pastor 

Fourth Sunday of Easter  -  May 3, 2020 

I am the gate.  
Whoever enters 
through me will be 
saved, and will come 
in and go out and 
find pasture. 
            John 10:9 



 

There’s a story I read about a soldier dying 
on a Korean battle field who asked for a priest.  
The Medic could not find one.  A wounded 
man lying nearby heard the request and said, 
 “I am a priest.”  The Medic turned to the 
speaker and saw his condition, which was as 
bad as that of the other.  “It will kill you if you 
move,” he warned.  But the wounded chaplain 
replied.  “The life of a man’s soul is worth 
more than a few hours of my life.”  He then 
crawled to the dying soldier, heard his 
confession, gave him absolution and the two 
died hand in hand. 

The 4th Sunday of Easter is also called  
in the liturgical calendar as Good Shepherd 
Sunday. Perhaps one reason for this is that 
Jesus is being depicted in the Gospel for today as the Good Shepherd. 

The image of the good shepherd is not new.  Even in the Old Testament, the image of the good shepherd has 
already been used.  The kings and leaders of Israel were already called shepherds of the people. 

But as can be seen from their history, the kings and leaders of Israel failed miserably in their role as shepherds. 
Instead of taking care of the people, instead of protecting the flock, the kings took advantage of them, manipulated, 
oppressed, and scattered them away.  And so, at various periods in their history, God sent to Israel prophets in order to 
speak about this failure and condemn it. 

Also through the prophets, in particular Ezekiel and Jeremiah, God made a promise that in due time He himself 
will shepherd his people, that in due time the Good Shepherd will come (cf. Ez 34; Jer 23). 

It is in this context that we read today’s gospel; this is the background of the image of Christ as the Good 
Shepherd. In Christ, God has brought to fulfillment the promise he made in the Old Testament. In Christ, the promise  
of the true shepherd has been fulfilled. 

What are the qualities of the good shepherd?  The Gospel for today gives us at least two. First, the good shepherd 
is one who is able to lay down his life for his sheep.  This phrase cannot be missed; it is repeated several times in the 
pericopé today -- laying down his life. In contrast, the hired man, when he sees danger coming, leaves the flock and 
runs away.  This is a quality that reminds us of how radical God’s love is for us. 

A theologian once said: "The claim that God is good, that God is benevolent, is fairly common among all religious 
traditions.  But the claim that God is willing to lay down his life for his people is something peculiar to Christianity". 

Second, the good shepherd is one who knows his sheep personally, individually, and recognizes their voice.  He 
listens to us and recognizes us.  He knows us personally, our history, our plans, our deepest pains and our noblest 
hopes. And in turn, those who belong to his flock know him, and hear his voice.  There is mutual intimacy and 
familiarity that feed and grow into mutual love. 

What has this reminder about the Good Shepherd got to do with us?  In one of his books, Fr. Nil Guillemette, SJ 
says this is an “astonishing statement”.  Because Jesus is our Good Shepherd, he says “we are never completely alone... 
in our innermost beings we can always find Someone who knows us with a perfect intimacy… and (who) loves us at a 
supreme degree”. 

We all experience loneliness at times.  Despite being in a crowd, we feel alone and isolated.  Even when our family 
and friends are present, we feel misunderstood.  Fr. Guillemette says our loneliness can get so deep that we feel “lost in 
the abyss of meaningless, desolation, anguish, abandonment – almost the feeling of being in hell”.  Amid the darkness 
of loneliness, people can resort to so many things in order to cope and survive – drugs, alcohol, or destructive company.  
We can choose from an array of options of unhealthy coping or we can take to heart the message of the Gospel for 
today.  We are never completely alone or abandoned.  There is a Shepherd who knows us intimately and loves us 
dearly. 

Psalm 23 is a beautiful prayer.  It says in part – “The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I lack. In verdant 
pastures he gives me repose and he leads me beside quiet waters.  He refreshes my soul… Even though I walk in the 
darkest valley, I fear no evil because he is with me”.  No wonder many people like it and are able to recite it by heart. 
Knowing, and believing in faith, that we have a Good Shepherd can indeed be deeply consoling. 

As we thank the Lord for being our Shepherd, we beg of him the grace that we grow all the more into becoming a 
flock that pleases him. 

Story from (https://bit.ly/2SiB8p9) 
Image from (shorturl.at/qEIJX) 

A good 
shepherd lays 
down his life 
for the sheep. 

John 10:11 

I am  
the good 
shepherd  

Reflection by Fr. Anthony Uytingco, Parochial Vicar 
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A Prayer for Mothers 

God of tender love and life,  

You compared your love for humanity  

To the love a mother has for her own child.  

You are the Lord and Giver of Life,  

And you knit each of us together  

In our mother's womb.  

You provide for the world  

The example of Mary, your own mother,  

Who said yes to life amid her confusion and surprise.  

We thank you, then, for our mothers.  

Though human, they are also a reflec on of you, Lord God.  

They are your gi  to us.  

We pray for all mothers today.  

May they realize the greatness of their voca on  

And have the strength to live it without fear.  

Forgive their sins, and keep their eyes raised up to you.  

To those who s ll make this earthly journey with us,  

Give us the grace to love them as we should;  

And to those whom you have called from this life,  

Give a place of honor in your Kingdom of endless life.  

We pray through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Mother's Day Prayer 

Most Gracious Heavenly Father, 

We thank you for our mothers 

to whom you have entrusted the care of every precious 

human life. 

Grant that every woman may come to understand 

the full meaning of that blessing. 

Watch over every mother who is with child. 

Give her courage in mes of fear, 

understanding in mes of doubt, 

and hope in mes of trouble. 

Grant her joy in the birth of her child. 

We beseech you to send Your Holy Spirit, the Comforter, 

to all mothers who sorrow for children that have died. 

Help grieving mothers to rely on your tender mercy 

and fatherly love for all your children. 

We ask your blessing on all those 

to whom you have entrusted motherhood. 

May they ever follow the example of Mary, 

mother of Our Lord Jesus, and imitate her fidelity,  

her humility, and her self-giving love. 

We ask this through your beloved son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
                Source: Catholic Doors Ministry 

Mother's Day Novena 
The prayers below are for all mothers, living and deceased, 

and are especially appropriate to pray, as a family, in a 

novena on the nine days leading up to Mother's Day.  

In many ways, the ba le between the culture of life and 

the culture of death is a ba le over mothers, and how  

we understand their role in God's plan.  As we pray these 

prayers, then, let us renew our resolve to strengthen,  

bless, and thank all mothers as they embrace the  

awesome voca on of accep ng and nurturing new life.  

“Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to 

her children, so you watch over your Church.  Bless these 

women, that they may be strengthened as Chris an 

mothers.  Let the example of their faith and love shine 

forth. Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may 

honor them always with a spirit of profound respect. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.”  

A Blessing for Mothers from the Book of Blessings (USCCB) 
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Go To:  http://www.usccb.org/  

 
Mother’s Day  

Spiritual Bouquet Mass 
 

Remember your beloved mother, grandmother, or any 

special woman, living or deceased, with a “Mother’s Day 

Spiritual Bouquet Mass”. 
 

The Mass Inten ons for Sunday, May 10 will be for mothers 

and significant women who have touched our lives.  Please 

submit requests by Friday, May 8 by going to the Parish 

website or h ps://stnicholasandstwilliam.org/mothers-day-

spiritual-bouquet/.  If you have any ques ons contact Carol 

Thornton at carol.thornton@dsj.org. 
 

If you care to offer a dona on you may do so on-line.  To  

pay by check: please note "MOTHER’S DAY" on the check 

MEMO line and then mail your check to the Parish Office at:  

St. Nicholas & St. William Parish , 473 Lincoln Ave, Los Altos, 

CA 94022 
 

And, if you would like us to send a Mother’s Day Spiritual 

Bouquet Mass Inten on Card, please provide the recipient 

name(s) and complete address(es) and we will happily mail  

the card(s) on your behalf. 
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SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
Let us pray for Erin A., Tuovi Aalto, Bertha Alarcon,  
Steve Bednar, Ryan Bodine, Ben Bongers, Bill Brown, 
Hortence Burke, Jose Cabaccan, Marta & Jim Carr, Shirley 
Chiu, Irmgard Chu, Pete Ciardella, Elisabeth Corbalis, Dominic 
Corcoran, Mary Jo Corcoran, Sean Corcoran, Joanna Cross, Alta 
Cuevas, DeBell Family, Linda DeRueda, Pat Dixon, Dan Eber, Kaitlyn 
Farley, Jeanie Ford, Shirley Frier, Tia Garner, Kay Gemello, Diane 
Geschke, Emil Girczyc, Michael Gray, Iris Hahne, Jack Heidmiller, 
Sheila Heidmiller, Francisco Hernandez & Family, Gerrod Herndon, 
Ramon Ibarra, Emmitt Jenvey & Family, Judie Johnson, Michael 
Kaiser, John Keyes, Josephine Lipinski, Audrey Tischler Livermore, 
Rose McCloud, Teresa McDowell, Pam Medlennoff, Fr. Joe Milani, 
Katie Montalvo, David & Anna Morrison, Alex Munroe, Corrine 
Murray, Patricia Novack, John Pecoraro, Jaime, Eduardo, & Eva 
Ramirez, Caden James Reinhart, Aidee Reyes, Star Rodriguez, Mike 
Roman, Doug Sarver, Manuel R. Santiago, Kathy Schlosser, Kathryn 
Schmittzeh, Geri Schultz, Tom Smith, Margie Strasser, Maynard & 
Shirley Stevenson, Nathaniel Stoll, Anne Sturm, Mary Lou Swain, 
Victor Tomelden, Kathleen Toney, Marie Torrise, Lisa Tucker, 
Kathleen Urbaniak, Eduardo Uytingco, Katie Vanoli, Gema Velasquez, 
Watson, Tracy Weiss, Ruby Welch, Terry Wills, Mercedes Yañez, and 
Rafael Zamora that Jesus will be a source of strength & comfort. 

Sun.  Margaret Grapp  †                Loving Family 

    Davorin & Lucy Kuchan - 25th Anniversary    Sally Wood 

    Adrian Neil R. Uytingco  †       Ernie & Glo Uytingco 

    Maria Scundi  †                  Loving Family 

    Maria Riccoboni  †                Loving Family 

    Jennifer & Cecilia Rose Shushereba  †     Baxter Family 
Mon.  Ana Fiandeiro  †                 Loving Family 

    Manuel Fiandeiro  †               Loving Family 
Tue.  Maida Kostelec  †                 Loving Family 

    Dawn Family - Intention             Evelyn Dawn 

Wed.  Adrian Neil R. Uytingco  †       Ernie & Glo Uytingco 

    Joan Masola  †                  Loving Family 

Thur. Andrew Lipinski  †                Loving Family 

    Jessica Andrew - Birthday            Loving Family 

    Arlene White - Birthday        

Fri.   Sophie & Frank Stiene  †             Loving Family 
    Helen Freitas  †              St. Nicholas Parish 

Sat.  Florence Mendoza  †              Andrews Family 

    Rue Ling Hong & Karen Dawn - Intention   Evelyn Dawn 

Mass Intentions for the week of May 3 

ADA 2020 Report:  Week 9 (as of 4/27) 

Goal: $380,000 

Pledged to date $406,429 

% of registered families 22.3% 

# of donors 360 

Thank you to all parishioners that have contributed to the 
2020 “FAITH IN ACTION” ADA campaign thus far.  To date, 
we have reached our Parish and ADA goal of $380,000, and now every dollar 
above this goal this year will come back to the parish to be applied to projects 
making our facilities more friendly and accessible, particularly for young 
families.  Our goal is to have as close to 100% participation as possible - to 
date 22.3% of registered families have participated.  If you have not yet 
participated we ask that you prayerfully consider donating to the ADA.  
Contact Lidia at Lidia.fiandeiro@dsj.org for a pledge card. Donations can also 
be made online: https://www.dsj.org/ways-to-give/annual-diocesan-appeal/  

 

ONLINE GIVING  Make your giving easier with Online Giving - 
secure electronic giving.  Sign-up at: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/
giving/stnicholasandstwilliam.  Any questions, please contact Lidia at 
the parish office at: Lidia.fiandeiro@dsj.org or 650-948-2158 ext 2202. 

Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County  
is the designated Disaster Response Agency of 
the Catholic Diocese of San Jose. 
To stay informed about the vital services we are offering 
throughout the community in response to the COVID Emergency, 
please follow Catholic Charities CEO, Greg Kepferle’s weekly 
update at: https://www.catholiccharitiesscc.org/ceo 
Catholic Charities is urgently requesting donations of the 
following items for our frontline COVID-19 workers: 
  *  Hand sanitizer     *  Single use gloves (S,M,L) 
  *  Disinfectant wipes  *  No touch -digital thermometers 
We can only accept items on this list that are new and unopened.  
If you would like to donate these items contact Kathleen at 
kburroughs@CatholicCharitiesSCC.org  

Today’s Second Collection: Annual Diocesan Priests 
Retirement Appeal  Throughout the Diocese priests serve as good 
shepherds to their flocks (the faithful of Santa Clara County).  This 
collection is aimed at closing the financial shortfall, so that what is 
promised our priests when they retire will actually be there for them in 
their last years.  While some priests “retire” when they actually retire, 
others continue to perform some level of ministry to those throughout 
our Diocese.  These priests rely on their payments from Social Security 
and the Priest Retirement Plan for their needs.  In recent years the 
number of retired priests has grown significantly, challenging the 
diocesan retirement resources.  The generosity to this appeal help 
keeps an important promise of care to these priests.  Thank You! 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

 Actuals Budget Variance 

Mailed-in Collections & 
Online Giving (4/20-26, 
2020 

$12,453.00 $21,328.61 ($8,875.61) 

Easter 2020 (update with 
late donations) 

$48,272.00 $63,000.00 ($14,728.00) 

YTD (as of 4/26) $1,030,924.92 $1,103,783.34 ($72,858.42) 

% of Budget YTD   93.4% 

Stewardship Report:  April 20-26, 2020 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Mon: Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; Jn 10:11-18 
Tue: Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-7; Jn 10:22-30 
Wed: Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Jn 12:44-50 
Thu: Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27; Jn 13:16-20 
Fri:  Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11ab; Jn 14:1-6 
Sat:  Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14 
Sun: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; 1 Pt 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12 


