
 

 Sunday Masses 
Register Wednesdays after 12:00 noon at:  

https://stnicholasandstwilliam.org 

Indoor Masses 

St. Nicholas - Sunday at 8am, 10am, & 12 noon 
St. William  -  Sunday at 11am 

Outdoor Masses 

St. William - Saturday at 4pm 
St. William - Sunday at 9am & 5pm 
St. Nicholas - Sunday at 5pm (French) 

Livestreamed Mass 

Sunday at 11am  https://stnicholasandstwilliam.org 

Confessions 

St. William - Saturdays 2:30 to 3:30pm (Hall) 

Welcome to  

St. Nicholas & St. William 
Catholic Parish 

 Daily Masses 

Indoor Masses 

St. Nicholas - Monday to Saturday at 8am 

Outdoor Masses 

St. Nicholas - Monday to Friday at 12:10pm 

Office Hours:  Closed during Shelter-in-Place.   
  Email or call for service: Mon - Fri  8:30AM - 5:00PM 
  (650) 948-2158  stnicholas@dsj.org 

Sacramental Care:  If you are in need of Anointing of the 
  Sick, Last Rites, Confession, or Holy Communion,  
  call the Parish Office to set up a time (650) 948-2158 

Spiritual Resources:  Visit our website  
  https://stnicholasandstwilliam.org 

Updates:  COVID-19 response and updates from the  
  Diocese of  San José, visit:  https://www.dsj.org 

Seventh Sunday of Easter - May 16, 2021 
The Ascension of the Lord 



 

 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
   The Ascension of Our Lord marks the culmination of Christ’s 
mission on earth and marks the beginning of the apostles’ mission 
to all nations.  The apostles and disciples are called to spread to 
the entire world what Jesus Christ accomplished in his human life 
within the confines of Israel.  This is God’s plan for our salvation.  
We, as Christians are called to imitate and communicate the 
divine life of God, given to us through the grace of baptism,  
where we are to teach others this Christian way of life.  This is 
what makes the Ascension so important: we are now called to act 
in persona Christi, to take the place of the physically absent Christ in the world and make him visible and 
audible by the example of our earthly lives. (References CCC 659-664) 
 
   Christ Ascended into Heaven.  This understanding of the Heavenly realm is a fundamental part of the 
message of the Ascension.  That Jesus has gone before us as our head is the foundation of the "great hope to 

which God has called us".  But where is heaven?  Pope John Paul II once said that heaven is not a place in the 
clouds, but rather, Heaven is much more than a "place".  Heaven is a state of total happiness that transcends 
anything we are familiar with.  He further described heaven as "The fullness of communion with God which 

awaits all those who have welcomed him into their lives and who have sincerely opened themselves to him.  

Divine revelation teaches us that heaven is neither an abstraction nor a physical place in the clouds, but a 

living and personal relationship of union with the Holy Trinity.  Heaven is our definitive meeting with the 

Father which takes place in the Risen Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit" 
 
   With Jesus’ Ascension, begins the mission of the Church.  The apostles are not to stand around looking up 
into the heavens; before his return in glory at the end of time, but rather they are called to "go into the whole 

world and proclaim the good news to all".  This is essential, because we as a Church are Christ´s body through 
which alone he is present throughout the universe (Second Reading).  This gives us great hope as we 
understand that the ascension of Jesus does not mean that we are left alone, but rather Heaven and Earth are 
united in a much more intimate union.  In fact, a new "power" is given to us. 
 
   The mystery of the Ascension ultimately prepares us for the great gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost 
Sunday which is a celebration of the Birth of the Church and is also a celebration of our Christian maturity in 
the faith.  A faith that believes "without seeing", or feeling, or touching… This faith is a catalyst that helps us 
to live out the firm conviction that Jesus is not "absent" but in fact is always with us.  It is this faith that helps 
us to seek and encounter Jesus Christ through the Church he founded on Peter and the Apostles – The Church 
that is the guardian of his Word, celebrant of his Sacraments, home of his Spirit, and vessel of his 
commandment of love.  
 
   May the Solemnity of the Ascension of Jesus be a reminder that Heaven is wherever Jesus is.  If Jesus is 
on earth, heaven is to be found on earth too, even if veiled, and seemingly far from its complete fulfillment.  
 
   This assures us that we are not alone.  Jesus is always with us.  He has left us a detailed set of instructions 
on how to live our life journey and make it to Heaven.  All He asks of us is that we have faith and that we 
believe that when we ask, seek, or knock, He will not only answer us but intimately be among us. 
 
Blessings of the Ascension, 
Fr. John Poncini 



 

Praying the Rosary Daily 
 
   In April 2020, our world was still processing the beginning of the pandemic.  
We were not allowed to have public mass for the first time in our lives, we were 
all learning how to stay safe, process our lives with COVID-19 and yet prayer 
remained constant.   
 
   To help bring our world together in prayer for May 2020, Pope Francis 
released a letter asking us all to pray the rosary daily in May to unite us  
through this crisis. 
 
   At our parish, we responded to this request and decided to launch a Zoom prayer group for May.  For four 
weeks we had various groups leading the rosary: Mondays the regular St. Nicholas Morning Mass Rosary 
group, Tuesdays Faith Formation, Wednesdays Bible Study, Thursday EDGE & theIntersection, Fridays 
Liturgy Council, Saturdays Money Counters, and Sunday St. Nicholas School.  We came together not in the 
pews, the classrooms, nor in our lovely courtyards, but rather online.  We had over 80 signed up to join in 
May, many times with over 20 people together at once.   
 
   One of Pope Francis’ gifts were two new prayers to Our Lady.  We added the rosary prayers and the 
Pope’s two prayers to our website, The Rosary, under the Liturgy tab.  We prayed every day for the end of the 
pandemic and for the safety of all.  After weeks of praying together as a parish, some of our parishioners were 
not ready to end this community of prayer, especially when Pope Francis' prayer encouraged us to be constant 
in prayer, and to recognize that community is so important to our well being. 
 
   Five people said they wanted to continue, so we have!  For over one year now we have met every day  
at 3 pm on Zoom.  Some days we have nine people, some days we have three.  For over a year now though, 
we have met every day, including Father’s Day, the 4th of July, Christmas, New Year’s, Easter, and  
Mother’s Day!    
 
   Here is what one of our constant members, Don, shared about why he participates:  

Beginning with each participant’s proposing her/his 

personal intentions reminds me to be grateful for all  

of the blessings I continue to receive. Saying each 

prayer out loud forces me to pay attention to each  

and every word, preventing my (usually innocent) 

tendency to lose track of what I am trying to achieve. 

Praying together with a core group and occasional 

“visitors” provides me with a communal worship 

opportunity when I am unable to attend Mass in 

person due to Covid. 
 

We pray for you, our entire parish in our intentions each 
day and continue to pray for the end of this pandemic.  
All are welcome to join us every day or occasionally at  
3 pm.  Sign up on our website to get the link to join us.   

—Reflection by Catherine Campbell   



 

You Can Help Your Marriage - Do you feel alone?  

Are you frustrated or angry with each other?  Do you argue or have 

you just stopped talking to each other?  Does talking about it only 

make it worse?  Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps 

couples through difficult times in their marriages.  This program has 

helped thousands of couples experiencing difficulties in their 

marriage.  For confidential information or to register for the June 

Virtual Marriage Program beginning with a weekend on June 24-27 

call 408-605-4998, email: SanJose@RetroCA.com, or visit:  

www.HelpOurMarriage.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The dignity of the individual is paramount in our 

Catholic belief that we are all created in the image and 

likeness of God.  Our language should reflect that 

belief.  When talking about mental health, we need to 

use “people first language.”  We refer to people as the 

persons they are - not the disease they have.  So, we 

say “a person who has a mental illness” or “a man or 

woman with a mental illness.”  We avoid referring to 

people using terms like “the mentally ill” or “the 

depressed.”  As people of compassion and jus ce we 

should never use s gma zing language or demeaning 

terms.  

Careful use of language is more than being poli cally 

correct.  It is a way of communica ng that, as Pope 

John Paul II said, “people with mental illness, have the 

inalienable right not only to be considered as an image 

of God and therefore as a person, but also to be 

treated as such.”  

 

May is . . .      

Mental Health is an important part of a Pastoral Care/

Compassion Conversa on and NAMI is a leader in this 

field.  NAMI-SCC is commi ed to raising awareness and 

highligh ng the fact that no one experiencing a mental 

health condi on should feel alone.  Now more than ever, 

in this me of anxiety and isola on, NAMI’s focus is on 

the power of connec on for those affected by mental 

health issues.  For more informa on go to:  

www.namisantaclara.org 

ADDITIONAL MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES: 

♦ Santa Clara County Suicide & Crisis Hotline: 

1-855-278-4204  

♦ Na onal Suicide Preven on Helpline:  

1-800-273-8255 

♦ Crisis Text Line: Text RENEW to 741741  

Fr. Tony Famave will celebrate a  
Mass of Thanksgiving on  

Sunday, May 30 at 5:00pm 
St. William Church 

 



 

 

Faith Forma on:   

May 16 - last class! 

Sundays, 11 am, grades 1 to 5 

 

Confirma on Masses - Saturday, May 22 

10 am St. William Tent 

1 pm St. William Church 

Reserva ons only - for details contact 

Anton at quynh.pham@dsj.org 

 

EDGE:  

May 17, 24 

Mondays, 5:30 to 7 pm 

grades 6 to 8 

 

theIntersec on:  

May 16, 23, 30 

6:30 to 8:30 pm, grades 9 to 12 

EDGE 
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Youth Mass:  Every Sunday 

5pm at St. William Tent 

Congratula ons to  

the 40 students  

who received  

First Holy Communion  

on Saturday, May 8! 
(Family photos available in 2 to 3 weeks) 



 



 

Mass Intentions for the week of May 16, 2021 

St. William Church 

Sat  4:00pm Dolores Staufenberg   †              Loving Family 

Sun    9:00am Bob Wordell  †                  Loving Family 
       Elaine Battistini  †                Loving Family 
   5:00pm Jim O’Brien  †                  DeBell Family 

St. William - Livestreamed 

Sun   11:00am People of the Parish 

St. Nicholas Church 

Sun  8:00am  
   10:00am  
   12:00pm  
   5:00pm  

Mon 8:00am  

   12:10pm Krystyna Lyczywek  †               Loving Family 

Tue  8:00am Helen Freitas  †                    Parish 

   12:10pm Arlen Hagen  †                      

Wed 8:00am Louis Caligaris  †         

   12:10pm Dr. John J. Troidl  †                Loving Family 

Thu  8:00am  

   12:10pm  

Fri  8:00am  

   12:10pm Bernice Hastert  †               Loving Family 

Sat  8:00am Lawrence Keefer  †                Mary Curry 

SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
Let us pray for Erin A., Bertha Alarcon, Baby Willa, Steve Bednar, 
Bill Brown, Barbara Brugnoli, Christine Brugnoli, William Brugnoli, 
Bob & Marian Buchheit, Louie Buckley & Friends, Hortense Burke, 
Jose Cabaccan, Marta & Jim Carr, Shirley Chiu, Irmgard Chu, Pete Ciardella, 
Msgr. John Coleman, Dominic Corcoran, Mary Jo Corcoran, Sean Corcoran, 
Joanna Cross, Alta Cuevas, DeBell Family, Angela DiBattista, Pat Dixon, Dan 
Eber, Cecilia Espadas, Kaitlyn Farley, Jeanine Ford, Shirley Frier, Tia Garner, Kay 
Gemello, Diane Geschke, Emil Girczyc, Michael Gray, Iris Hahne, Sheila 
Heidmiller, Gerrod Herndon, Ramon Ibarra, Emmitt Jenvey & Family, Michael 
Kaiser, John Keyes, Margaret Kirk, Josephine Lipinski, Audrey Tischler Livermore, 
Lisa McBride, Rose McCloud, Sophia McHugh, Pam Medlennoff, David & Anna 
Morrison, Alex Munroe, Corrine Murray, Don Murray, Patricia Novack, Carmen 
Olavarrieta, John Pecoraro, Irene Piontek, Tina Prudencio, Jaime, Eduardo, & Eva 
Ramirez, Caden James Reinhart, Aidee Reyes, Maria Roja, Star Rodriguez, Mike 
Roman, Manuel R. Santiago, Doug Sarver, Kathy Schlosser, Kathryn Schmittzeh, 
Geri Schultz, Ana Segovia, Jeanne & Lori Sinsley, Carmel Smith, Maryanne 
Stanislaw, Maynard & Shirley Stevenson, Nathaniel Stoll, Margie Strasser, Anne 
Sturm, Mary Lou Swain, Marie Torrise, Lisa Tucker, Kathleen Urbaniak, Katie 
Vanoli, Tracy Weiss, Ruby Welch, Terry Wills, Mercedes Yañez, and Rafael 
Zamora that Jesus will be a source of strength & comfort. 

 Actuals Budget Variance 

Basket, Mailed-in & Online 
Giving 4/26-May 2 

 
$16,014.50 

 
$21,092.05 

 
($5,077.55) 

YTD (as of 5/2) $1,088,616.43 $1,102,224.11 ($13,607.68) 

% of Budget YTD   98.8% 

Basket, Mailed-in & Online 
Giving 4/19-25 

 
$13,054.50 

 
$21,092.05 

 
($8,037.55) 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Stewardship Report:  April 19-May 2 

TODAY’S SECOND COLLECTION: 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES ANNUAL APPEAL 

Catholic Charities Annual Appeal is May 15-16.  Gifts of all 
sizes from individuals and families are critical to our success 
in helping our neighbors in need, especially when we have a 
catastrophic event like the pandemic.  With your help, we are 
changing lives for good.  Please join us in this time of giving 
and we hope you will prayerfully consider what you will 
contribute to this important work.  Thank you for your 
support!  For information – and to learn more about the 
Sobrato 2 for 1 Challenge Match to make an even greater 
impact with your gift –visit www.CatholicCharitiesSCC.org/
annualappeal or call (408) 325-5250.  

May We Pray for You?   We believe in the power of prayer!  

Our Parish has a dedicated team of parishioners who pray daily for the 
special intentions of others.  Praying for others allows us to put faith into 
action and recognize God's grace working through us.  Please use our 
prayer request form to submit your intentions at  
https://tinyurl.com/snsw-prayer-request or click this  
icon on our website so we may pray for you! 

Celtic Circle Cookbooks 

185 recipes from the friends and 

families of St. Nicholas School and  
St. Nicholas & St. William Parish!   

$40 Benefitting the St. Nicholas PTG.  

GET YOURS TODAY:  

https://tinyurl.com/parishcookbook 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Mon: Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab; Jn 16:29-33 
Tue: Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a 
Wed: Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-36ab; Jn 17:11b-19 
Thu: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11; Jn 17:20-26 
Fri:  Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; Jn 21:15-19 
Sat:  Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5, 7; Jn 21:20-25 
Sun: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5;  
   Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 Day: Acts 2:1-11;  
   Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Gal 5:16-25;  
   Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15 


