
 

 Sunday Masses 

Indoor Masses 

St. Nicholas - Sunday at 8:00am, 10:00am, & 12 noon 

St. William  -  Sunday at 11:00am 

Outdoor Masses 

St. William - Saturday at 4:00pm 

St. William - Sunday at 9:00am & 5:00pm  

St. Nicholas - Sunday at 5:00pm (French)  

Livestreamed Mass 

Sunday at 11:00am  https://stnicholasandstwilliam.org 

Confessions 

St. William - Saturdays 2:30 to 3:30pm (Hall) 

Welcome to  

St. Nicholas & St. William 
Catholic Parish 

 Daily Masses 

Indoor Masses 

St. Nicholas - Monday to Saturday at 8am 

Outdoor Masses 

St. Nicholas - Monday to Friday at 12:10pm 

Office Hours:  Currently closed.   
  Email or call for service: Mon - Fri  8:30am - 5:00pm 
  (650) 948-2158  stnicholas@dsj.org 

Sacramental Care:  If you are in need of Anointing of the 
  Sick, Last Rites, Confession, or Holy Communion,  
  call the Parish Office to set up a time (650) 948-2158 

Spiritual Resources:  Visit our website  
  https://stnicholasandstwilliam.org 

Updates:  COVID-19 response and updates from the  
  Diocese of  San José, visit:  https://www.dsj.org 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - July 4, 2021 



 

IS IT POSSIBLE TO BE A GOOD CATHOLIC AND A GOOD AMERICAN? 

This ques on is probably becoming more and more provoca ve every day; for indeed there is,  

and always has been, a tension between the two.  Marianist priest Fr. Bill Rowland SM did an  

admirable job outlining the source of that tension, and his words are worth sharing as we  

celebrate this 245
th

 anniversary of the signing of the Declara on of Independence.   – Deacon Charles 

  If you answer the ques on by saying, yes, meaning that it is possible to blend the great religious  

tradi on of Catholicism with the great poli cal system of the United States, then, you are correct. 

  If you answer the question by saying that you are reluctant to closely identify Catholicism with being 

American because you are aware that there are some differences between the two, then, you, too, are correct. 

  It is true that there are mes when the two are not in sync or not on the same page and when tension 

exists between them.  That tension comes to the forefront with some of the recent decisions handed down 

by the Supreme Court.  What is the source of that tension?  As you might expect, it is a complicated ma er, 

but I do think that it can be argued that the tension or conflict has at its roots two different understandings  

of freedom. 

  The contemporary American ideal of freedom can be described as one of self-expression or self-

determina on.  From this perspec ve, to be free means that I am the captain of my ship or my life.  I set the 

agenda for it.  I determine what is good or evil.  This a tude is reflected in such statements as, “It’s my life 

and I’ll do with it what I want.” or “Who are you to tell me what I can or cannot do?” or "You have your truth 

and I have mine.”  

  Now this understanding of freedom runs counter to the biblical and Catholic sensibility about freedom as 

one of surrendering to God.  From this biblical or Catholic perspec ve, we are truly free when we surrender 

our will, our intellect, our emo ons, and our physical strength to God, when we place them in God’s hands to 

be used to serve his purposes.  The irony is that in surrendering to God, we become free to fulfill our des ny 

and to become more fully ourselves. 

  “How can that be?” you may ask.  Well consider this. I realize that many of you are accomplished and 

successful men and women of business, scien sts, a orneys, athletes, musicians, ar sts, physicians and 

entrepreneurs.  To be successful in any of those professions, all of you had to do one thing.  You had to 

surrender your freedom. 

  In what way, you might ask.  Well, I follow the Cleveland Indians and long ago, I surrendered any hope that 

I would see them win the World Series!  Anyway, the Indians have a young pitcher who is extremely talented 

but, he is also very headstrong.  He didn’t like to be told how to pitch.  He was determined to do it his way.  

And doing it his way meant that he was forever pitching himself into trouble and eventually he pitched 

himself out of the baseball organiza on that had originally dra ed him but grew red of his stubbornness  

and idiosyncrasies.  Cleveland took him and a er three years of being very pa ent, he has made considerable 

progress.  He realized that he had to surrender some of his preconceived ideas about how to pitch to the 

reality of how things need to be done to be a successful pitcher in the big leagues.  There is s ll room for him 

to do some things his way, but he has learned that there are some things that he must do and must not do if 

he is to be successful. 

  The reality is that there are certain, objec ve laws to pitching, just as there are certain, objec ve laws  

to running a successful business, playing a musical instrument, learning a language, and healing the sick.   

If success is your goal, then you best learn them and surrender to them, even become enslaved to them— 

making them second-nature to you—because only then will you become free to be the pitcher, the ar st,  

the musician, business guru, the athlete, or the physician you want to be. 

  This what St. Paul was ge ng at on the spiritual level when, on the one hand, he says, “It is for freedom 

that Christ has set you free,” and then, on the other hand, he iden fies himself to the Chris ans in Rome as, 

“Paul, a slave of Jesus Christ.”  St. Paul would never say, “It’s my life and I will do with it what I want.”   

Paul and all the great saints never declared their independence from God.  Neither should we as good 

Catholics and as good Americans. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gate of Heaven  
In-Person or Virtual 
Summer 2021 
 
Are you looking for a welcoming space 

to explore your grief and gain a be er 

understanding of the emo ons you 

are going through?  Are you open to 

explore how you might benefit and 

grow with a founda on of knowledge 

and prayer? 

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services, 

a Ministry of the Diocese of San Jose, 

will offer monthly workshop this 

summer.  In-person space is limited  

so kindly RSVP in advance to 

ccoutreach@dsj.org or 650-288-1506; 

ask for Candee Lucas.  Zoom link 

informa on available for those who 

prefer a virtual experience. 

  Surrounding Ourselves with Love  

July 14 from 1-3 pm 

  A Meaningful Path Forward 

August 18 from 1-3 pm 

A Virtual Evening with Father Greg Boyle 

Jesuit Retreat Center of Los Altos 
 

Father Greg Boyle is a well-known author and expert in social jus ce.  On July 15, 2021 from 6:00 -7:30 pm he will  

be the featured speaker with the Jesuit Retreat Center of Los Altos for a virtual fund raising event. 
 

The topic of the evening is “Courage and the Gospel of the Marginalized”.  Invite your family and friends to join  

you for this fascina ng discussion about living our faith and building the kingdom of God with jus ce.  Register by  

July 12 to get the Zoom link; $50.00 registra on.  For registra on details contact Dyane Hendricks, 650-766-4885  

or dhendricks@jrclosaltos.org. 

 

God Bless America 

Independence Day Prayer 
 

God, source of all freedom, 

this day is bright with the memory 

of those who declared that life and liberty 

are your gi  to every human being. 

 

Help us to con nue a good work begun long ago. 

Make our vision clear and our will strong: 

that only in human solidarity will we find liberty, 

and jus ce only in the honor that belongs  

to every life on earth. 

 

Turn our hearts toward the family of na ons: 

to understand the ways of others, 

to offer friendship, 

and to find safety only in the common good of all. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
    - Catholic Household Prayers & Blessing 

Thank You + Welcome To Liturgical Ministry 
We are delighted at the posi ve response from Parishioners who feel called to enter 

Liturgical Ministry.  Six have begun training as Lectors, and one as a Sacristan.   

Please give a warm welcome to:  

Michael Banovac, John Brown, Phil Chiang, Carmen Collet, 

Julie Gunter, Suzanne Lauritzen, and Barbara Rindge 
There is s ll a need for help with Altar Linens at both Churches; commitment is for one 

month, one to three mes per year based on your preference.  Contact Carol Thornton  

for more informa on; carol.thornton@dsj.org. 



 

 

 
Registra on for Fall Programs should be open by July 1 

 

1
st

 to 12
th

 grade programs 

Youth Mass: Every Sunday 5pm at St. William Church  
 

Classes and sessions are from September to May (with holidays) 

Faith Forma on (1
st

 to 5
th 

Grades) 

Sundays from 10 to 11 am or 

Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 pm* 

EDGE  

(6th to 8th
 
Grades) 

Mondays from 5:00 to 6:30 pm 

theIntersec on  

(9th - 12th
 
Grades) 

Sundays from 6:15 to 8 pm 

We have a hat for you to fill! 
 

We are thrilled to be able to go back to in-person  

Fath Forma on, EDGE, and theIntersec on in the fall! 

 

* To be able to offer programs on Sunday and Mondays, we will 

need more catechists to serve our parish children. 

 

You are welcome to join us if you have a child in the program or 

not.  Come learn about our program and become an aide. 

 

Please email Catherine at Catherine.raffa@dsj.org for more 

informa on on how to become a catechist or aide. 

 



 

ST. NICHOLAS SCHOOL 

SUMMER PROGRESS 
New Roof on 1st—8th grade classrooms 

New sign at the school entrance &  
bronze Mary O’Shea bench 



 

GIFT CARD COLLECTION IN PLACE OF ANNUAL SUMMER BACKPACK DRIVE: 

This summer, Bridges to Community will be collec ng $25 gi  cards to Target instead of actual 

school backpacks with supplies.  These gi  cards will be used by the low income families of  

Alta Housing to purchase school supplies for their children.  (Alta Housing provides low and 

moderate income housing for families in Santa Clara and San Mateo coun es.) 

The average cost of pu ng together a filled backpack is between $50.00 and $90.00.   

We have all struggled with Covid but these families could definitely use an extra helping hand.   

Please consider purchasing and dona ng mul ple $25 gi  cards. 

Please put the gi  cards you want to donate in an envelope marked Bridges to Community, and 

drop off the gi  card envelope in the Collec on Basket at Mass or at the Parish Office.  They will 

be collected throughout July.    Thank you parishioners.  You really do make a difference. 

USCCB Document  
on the Eucharist 

There has been much media 

coverage of the recent United 

States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (USCCB).  Most of it 

asserted that the U.S. bishops, in 

defiance of the Va can, made a 

historic move to censure Biden. 

This did not happen.  The bishops 

voted to dra  a document on the 

meaning of the Eucharist in the 

Life of the Church.  This will help 

enhance the efforts of the USCCB’s 

“Eucharis c Revival” strategic 

ini a ve over the next three to 

four years.  

• Statement by Archbishop  

José Gomez of Los Angeles, 

president of the USCCB.   

(h ps:// nyurl.com/ygqpzar2) 

• USCCB ques on and  answer 

(Q&A) document that responds to 

the most frequent concerns that 

have been raised about the vote. 

(h ps:// nyurl.com/yzdlnol4)  

(Bishop Cantú concurs with the 

answers in the Q&A document.) 

• Story in Catholic News Service – 

an in-depth interview with Bishop 

Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-

South Bend, Indiana, who chairs 

the  U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops’ Commi ee on Doctrine – 

about why the bishops voted to 

write a teaching document on the 

mystery of the Eucharist and 

what it means for all U.S. 

Catholics. 



 

FINANCIAL MISMANAGEMENT 
If you suspect financial mismanagement or misconduct in your 
parish, school or in the Diocese of San Jose, please contact 
Ethics Point: dsj.ethicspoint.com or the hotline telephone 
number 1-888-325-7863. 

Mass Intentions for the week of July 4, 2021 

St. William Church 

Sat  4:00pm  

Sun    9:00am  
   5:00pm  

St. William - In-Person & Livestreamed 

Sun   11:00am People of the Parish 

St. Nicholas Church 

Sun  8:00am   
    10:00am   
    12:00pm   

Mon 8:00am John Robert Evans  †            Friends & Colleagues 
   12:10pm  

Tue  8:00am John Robert Evans  †            Friends & Colleagues 

   12:10pm  

Wed 8:00am John Robert Evans  †            Friends & Colleagues 

   12:10pm  

Thu  8:00am John Robert Evans  †            Friends & Colleagues 

   12:10pm  

Fri  8:00am Bob Dunn  †                  DeBell Family 
       John Robert Evans  †            Friends & Colleagues 

   12:10pm  

Sat  8:00am John Robert Evans  †            Friends & Colleagues 

SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
Let us pray for Erin A., Bertha Alarcon, Baby Willa, Steve Bednar, Bill 
Brown, Barbara Brugnoli, Christine Brugnoli, William Brugnoli, Bob & 
Marian Buchheit, Louie Buckley & Friends, Hortense Burke, Jose 
Cabaccan, Marta & Jim Carr, Shirley Chiu, Irmgard Chu, Pete Ciardella, Msgr. 
John Coleman, Jack Connolly, Dominic Corcoran, Mary Jo Corcoran, Sean 
Corcoran, Joanna Cross, Alta Cuevas, DeBell Family, Pat Dellamano, Angela 
DiBattista, Pat Dixon, Dan Eber, Cecilia Espadas, Helen Estrella, Kaitlyn Farley, 
Jeanine Ford, Shirley Frier, Tia Garner, Kay Gemello, Diane Geschke, Emil 
Girczyc, Michael Gray, Iris Hahne, Janice Heidmiller, Sheila Heidmiller, Gerrod 
Herndon, Ramon Ibarra, Emmitt Jenvey & Family, Michael Kaiser, John Keyes, 
Margaret Kirk, Josephine Lipinski, Audrey Tischler Livermore, Lisa McBride, Rose 
McCloud, Sophia McHugh, Pam Medlennoff, David & Anna Morrison, Alex Munroe, 
Corrine Murray, Don Murray, Patricia Novack, Carmen Olavarrieta, Kirk Paige, 
Edna Pear, John Pecoraro, Irene Piontek, Tina Prudencio, Jaime, Eduardo, & Eva 
Ramirez, Caden James Reinhart, Aidee Reyes, Maria Roja, Star Rodriguez, Mike 
Roman, Manuel R. Santiago, Doug Sarver, Kathy Schlosser, Kathryn Schmittzeh, 
Geri Schultz, Ana Segovia, Jeanne & Lori Sinsley, Carmel Smith, Maryanne 
Stanislaw, Maynard & Shirley Stevenson, Nathaniel Stoll, Margie Strasser, Anne 
Sturm, Mary Lou Swain, Marie Torrise, Lisa Tucker, Kathleen Urbaniak, Katie 
Vanoli, Connie Weaver, Tracy Weiss, Ruby Welch, Terry Wills, Mercedes Yañez, 
and Rafael Zamora that Jesus will be a source of strength & comfort. 

PRAY FOR THE END OF ABORTION 
Pray for the end of abortion.  A group of volunteers meets 

every week for peaceful prayer and witness.   
Wednesdays, 11am-12pm at  
PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

2500 California St., Mountain View 

May We Pray for You?   We believe in the power of prayer!  

Our Parish has a dedicated team of parishioners who pray daily for the 
special intentions of others.  Praying for others allows us to put faith into 
action and recognize God's grace working through us.  Please use our 
prayer request form to submit your intentions at  
https://tinyurl.com/snsw-prayer-request or click this  
icon on our website so we may pray for you! 

 Actuals Budget Variance 

Basket, Mailed-in &  
Online Giving 6/14-20 

 
$22,435.33 

 
$21,092.05 

 
$1,253.28 

YTD (as of 6/20) $1,227,894.05 $1,249,868.49 ($21,974.44) 

% of Budget YTD   98.2% 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Stewardship Report:  June 14-20, 2021 

Consider Making a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution Donation 
(QCD) to Our Parish 
  

This year (2021) RMDs are now required for people reaching the age of 72  
(or 70 1/2 if you turned 70 1/2 before Jan. 1, 2020 and so it is a good year to 
explore making QCDs to save on taxes and help charities again.  Members of 
our parish who are 70 1/2 years or older have the opportunity to make 
donations to St. Nicholas & St. William Parish or the School by making it a 
qualified charitable distribution from their IRAs.  The QCD will count towards 
satisfying your annual required minimum distribution (RMD).  A QCD can be 
ordered from your custodian broker or bank and the check must be payable 
directly to the qualified charity by the custodian.  You can have the check sent 
to you so you can mail it then to the charity with your cover letter or envelope, 
etc.  QCDs are federally tax free and limited to the amount that would 
otherwise be taxed as ordinary income.  Tax withholding is not required as it 
is a tax free event.  The maximum exclusion is $100,000.  Please consult your 
financial or tax advisor to see if this option is right for you.  You can pick up 
forms from your custodian along with rules.  It is also a great way to donate to 
the Annual Diocesan Appeal (ADA) or Catholic Charities.  Feel free to contact 
fellow parishioner Ron Stefani with any questions at 650-967-5511. 

BLOOD DRIVE  
COMING SOON 

SUNDAY, JULY 25  
ST. WILLIAM HALL 

Reserve a donation time now. 
Appointments may be made at vitalant.org. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Mon: Gn 28:10-22a; Ps 91:1-4, 14-15ab; Mt 9:18-26 

Tue: Gn 32:23-33; Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b, 15; Mt 9:32-38 

Wed: Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a; Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19; Mt 10:1-7 

Thu: Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5; Ps 105:16-21; Mt 10:7-15 

Fri:  Gn 46:1-7, 28-30; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mt 10:16-23 

Sat:  Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Ps 105:1-4, 6-7; Mt 10:24-33 

Sun: Am 7:12-15; Ps 85:9-14; Eph 1:3-14 [1:3-10]; Mk 6:7-13 


